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The very first words of the Yom Kippur evening service — even before Kol Nidrei is recited — are the verse
in Tehillim (97:11) “Or zarua latzadik u'li'yishrei lev simcha — Light is sown for the righteous, and for the
straight of heart, joy.” What is the meaning of this verse and why is it chosen as the introductory words
for the holy day of Yom Kippur?

Rav Mattisyahu Solomon zt"| explains that contained within this verse is all that we hope to achieve as we
go through Yom Kippur. The verse speaks of two different kinds of people: tzadikim — the righteous and
yishrei lev — the straight of heart. Rashi in Taanis (15a) writes that the yishrei lev — the straight of heart are
greater than those who are simply tzadikim — righteous. The commentaries elaborate that the tzadik in
this verse refers to someone whose merits outweigh their sins but they do sin at times. The tzadik here is
one who wrestles with his or her yetzer hara (evil inclination) and in the majority of instances emerges
victorious, but at times falls short. Additionally, while this person realizes intellectually that great light and
reward awaits them in the World to Come, they view it as something sown or planted — only to be
experienced later as opposed to a light that they can connect to and rejoice in even in this world. This is
a spiritual level that we hope to have elevated ourselves to by the time Yom Kippur begins.

As we journey through Yom Kippur, however, we hope to attain an even higher spiritual state — that of
the yishrei lev — the straight of heart. The straight of heart walk a straight path with nothing distracting
them or causing them to stray from the direction they need to go in. They have freed themselves from
the grip of the yetzer hara and goodness and truth are the natural choice for them. The joy and light of
the World to Come is not sown only to be experienced later, but even now they have simcha — they rejoice
in the relationship they have made with Hashem through the spiritual perfection they have attained.

The day of Yom Kippur contains a formula to attain the level of yishrei lev. By abstaining from food, drink
and other physical pleasures, and engaging in intense tefillah (prayer) to Hashem, we come to prioritize
the needs of our neshamos (souls) and dismiss the desires of the body. Our yetzer hara shrinks away as
we realize that purifying our souls before Hashem and drawing near to Him is all that matters. Additionally,
as worldly desires become futile, we learn to let go of any jealousy and strife that exists in our relationships.
As the Chazzan describes in the repetition of Mussaf: “You have given us this fast day of atonement and
this day of pardon of iniquity, for forgiveness of iniquity... A day when eating is forbidden, a day when
drinking is forbidden... A day of instituting love and friendship; a day of forsaking jealousy and
competition...” And when we experience this state of perfection and feel ourselves drawing near to
Hashem, the joy is immense.

It can now be understood why we begin Yom Kippur with the verse, “Or zarua latzadik...” From the outset
we are charting our path and identifying our destination. While we may enter as simply righteous, by
experiencing and using the gift of Yom Kippur, we can attain, at least for a few hours, the level of the
straight of heart — become people who have completely freed ourselves from our struggles with our yetzer
hara.



Point to Ponder TABLE TALK Parsha Riddle

He shall atone for himself, for his household,

and for the entire congregation of Israel. dA B Teves?
(Acharei Mos 16:7) and Asara b leves:

The Kohen Gadol is the representative of the Jewish Please see next week's issue for the answer.
people on Yom Kippur. Why does he first atone for
himself and then his household, and only at the end
for the nation? Shouldn’t they be first and foremost )
. ind? Whv d the T h obligate him t Last week’s riddle:
on his mind? y does the [orah opligate nim 1o Give ear, O Heavens and I will speak. (32:1) Where is there a

place his personal atonement as the first thing on hint to the 613 mitzvos in this verse?
Answer: The words "hashomaim v'adabeira / O Heavens and |

his mind? will speak” equal 613.
k]

KiDs KORNER

HALACHA INSIGHTS FROM THE PARSHA

The beginning of parashas Acharei Mos consists of Hashem's instructions for the Yom WhO Am |7
Kippur Temple service, including the following (16:4):

He [Aharon] shall don a sacred linen Tunic; linen breeches shall be upon his flesh, he
shall gird himself with a linen Sash, and cover his head with a linen Turban ... #1 WHO AM |?

Rashi cites the rationale for this rule given by our Sages:

This teaches us that he must not officiate in the interior (in the Holy of Holies) robed
in the eight garments which were the insignia of the High Priest in which he performed
the service in the exterior (outside the Holy of Holies) and in which there was gold 2
interwoven, — because the prosecuting counsel (i.e, gold, the material used in the sin of 3.

4

What similarity is there between Yom Kippur

-
.

| make you bend.
| make you bang.

| am for the mouth.
the Golden Calf) cannot become the defending counsel (i.e, a component of the

garments used in the Yom Kippur service, which brings atonement) — but in the four

garments, like an ordinary priest, all of these being entirely of linen.

Halachic authorities invoke this principle that “the prosecuting counsel cannot become

the defending counsel (ein kateigor na‘aseh saneigor)" in various halachic contexts: #2 WHO AM I?

«  The Talmud cites a beraisa that states: “If a shofar was plated with gold at the .

place where one puts his mouth, it is unfit for blowing; if it was plated, but not 1. Most days I am three times.
at the place where he puts his mouth, it is fit for blowing.” (Rosh Hashanah 27a) ;
The Maharil (Shofar 4) explains that the rationale for the prohibition against using Some days I am four times.
a shofar plated with gold (at the place where one puts his mouth) is the principle
of ein kateigor na'aseh saneigor, "since the (sound of the) shofar enters the
innermost sanctum, in the manner of the High Priest on Yom Kippur (see Rosh
Hashanah 26a).”

« As discussed in our column on parashas Naso of the past year, a priest who has
killed someone may not perform nesias kapayim (birchas cohanim). The Tosafos
suggest that this may be a consequence of the principle that ein kateigor na‘aseh
saneigor (Yevamos 7a s.v. She-ne’emar). Last Week's Answers

. R. Moshe rules that siddurim and other sefarim that were printed on shabbas or
yom tov may not be used for prayer or Torah study due to the principle that ein . .
kateigor na‘'aseh saneigor, since their creation entailed the public desecration of aliya, | “ascribe greatness,” Ahava Raba works.)

| am for the heart.

This Shabbos | am five times.

> W N

My name is one off

#1 Bircas Hatorah (| am for the morning, | am for an

shabbas (or yom tov) (Igros Moshe OC 2:17). #2 Shofar (| do not drive you, | move Him, | remind
PRESENTED BY . . . s :
RABBI YITZHAK GROSSMAN. ROSH CHABURAH Him of Akeidas Yitzchak, | am for sitting and standing.)

KOLLEL BULLETIN BOARD
it’s not too late to donate!!

Greater ‘Washington Community Kollel wishes all of
its friends, supporters, participants, and the entire
community, a good Yom Tov and a meaningful Yom
Kippur!
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For more information contact: The Greater Washington Community Kollel 10900 Lockwood Dr, Silver Spring, MD 20901 « 301.593.4260

May you and your family be blessed with health,
bappiness, and peace!
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